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title	The Forgotten Holocaust: the Poles under German Occupation.	One	
could	 also	mention	 scholarly	works,	 as	well	 as	 reportages	 and	memoirs	
examining	various	acts	of	genocide	committed	in	the	close	or	distant	past,	
or	in	contemporary	times.	Let	me	offer	a	few	examples	of	books	that	have	
been	translated	into	Polish:	King Leopold’s Ghost: a Story of Greed, Ter-
ror, and Heroism in Colonial Africa	 by	Adam	Hochschild,	The Kaiser’s 
Holocaust: Germany’s Forgotten Genocide and the Colonial Roots of Na-
zism	by	David	Olusoga	and	Casper	W.	Erichsen,	Gulag: a History	by	Anne	
Applebaum,	Terra Nullius: a Journey through No One’s Land	 by	 Sven	
Lindqvist,	The Armenians: History of a Genocide	 by	Yves	Ternon,	 and	
Machete Season: the Killers in Rwanda Speak	 by	 Jean	Hatzfeld.	More	
and	more	publications	point	to	the	roots	of	these	acts	of	murder,	including	
the	 act	 that	 is	most	 well-known	 among	Western	 readers	 –	 the	 extermi-









of	 persecuting	 and	 humiliating	 prisoners,	 bureaucratization,	 colonialism	
and	 imperialism,	 the	 development	 of	 modern	 technology	 and	 science,	
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including	eugenics,	the	anthropology	of	races,	social	Darwinism,	and	the	






bers	describes	 the	annihilation	of	 the	Amalekites	and	Midianites.	In The 
History of the Peloponnesian War,	Thucydides	writes	about	the	massacre	
of	the	Mytilenians	perpetrated	by	the	Athenians	in	416	BCE.	Published	in	
















































en	proper	attention,	because	it	happened	here (in the heart of europe) 
not long ago	–	is	“just”	one	of	many	exterminations,	instances	of	“mass	




propensity	 to	 consider	 our	 suffering	 as	more	 tragic	 than	 the	 suffering	
of	 others.	This	 concerns	 not	 only	 individuals,	 but	 also	whole	 nations.	












many	decades,	 the	suffering	of	 the	Polish	nation	 remained	 in	 the	 fore-
ground.	In	the	recent	years,	the	extermination	of	Jews	has	been	brought	
to	light,	which	is	good.	However,	people	still	know	very	little	about	the	
mass	murders	 that	were	 committed	 earlier,	 or	 simultaneously,	 or	 later.	
Of	course,	we	have	heard	about	 slavery,	 imperialism,	and	colonialism.	








simultaneously,	 at	 the	 terrible	 experiment	 of	 communism)	 from proper 
distance, without inadequate emotional responses, and “in context”;	
we	should	not	perceive	these	historical	events as fully unique.	In	his	book	







in	Bosnia,	 and	 the	genocide	 in	Rwanda.	A	 similar	 tendency	 to	 compare	
these	and	other	similar	events	is	conspicuous	in	Manus	I.	Midlarsky’s	book	
The Killing Trap: Genocide in the Twentieth Century	(2005),	and	in	Daniel	
Jonah	Goldhagen’s	work	Worse than War: Genocide, Eliminationism, and 





In	his	essay	Podobny do bogów	(Similar to Gods)	Mieczysław	Jas-
trun	argues	 (1962:	13–14)	 that	 if	one	analyzes	Homer’s	epic	poems	 in	
a	clear-headed	way,	one	will	 find	 in	 them	“all	crimes	of	our	 times,	 in-
terconnected	and	told	in	the	seductive	language	of	poetry”.	Jastrun	also	
encourages	his	readers	to	familiarize	themselves	with	the	equally	inform-
ative	 text	 by	 Thucydides:	 “One	 should	 read	 this	 profound	 and	 objec-
tive	history	of	the	Peloponnesian	War,	in	order	to	find	all	the	madness,	
betrayal,	 and	 also	 genocide	 of	 contemporary	 times	 in	 this	 Mediterra-
nean	miniature”.	 Jastrun	perceives	 the	quarry	 that	was	 transformed	by	
the	Syracusans	into	a	very	harsh	place	of	incarceration	for	Athenian	pri-
sons	of	war	as	the	“first	concentration	camp”,	which	could	well	be	the	
pride	of	 the	British	general	Lord	Kitchener,	who	became	 infamous	 for	
his	cruelty	during	the	wars	with	the	Mahdists	and	the	Boers,	or	even	of	
Himmler	himself”.	 In	his	memoir	 (1953)	 entitled	 Inny Świat	 (A	World 
Apart: the Journal of a Gulag Survivor),	 Gustaw	 Herling-Grudziński	
(Gustav	Herling)	mentions	 that	 there	 is	a	continuity	between	 the	penal	
servitude	depicted	in	Fyodor	Dostoevsky’s	Записки из Мёртвого дома	
(The House of the Dead)	and	Soviet	gulags.	Michał	Głowiński	also	states	








reportage	Остров Сахалин: Из путевых записок	(The Island: a Jour-
ney to Sakhalin)	which	was	published	in	the	years	1893–1894	(and	his	




2	“A	thread	runs	from	ward	No.	6	 through	penal	servitude	 towards	 the	whole	Russia”	
(Śliwowski	1986:	224).	In	his	preface	to	Chekhov’s	selected	short	stories,	Śliwowski	calls	
Ward No. 6 “prophetic”	(Śliwowski	1989:	LIV).	In	1982,	the	author	of	Колымские рассказы	
(Kolyma Tales)	Varlam	Shalamov	died	in	the	painfully	real	ward	No.	6.
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We	 have	more	 and	more	 evidence	 at	 our	 disposal	 (if	 we	 look	 into	
books	on	various	acts	of	genocide),	which	shows	that	Dostoevsky,	Chek-
hov,	Conrad,	and	Kafka	drew their conclusions	from	experience	or	from	



























wasn’t	different	–	please	understand	that	it was not different (Nałkowska	1927:	199)3.
After	the	Second	World	War	we	forgot	about	Choucas,	but	we	remem-
ber	and	read,	as	we	should,	since	it	is	an	outstanding	and	important	work,	








the	 Jews	 exterminated	 by	 the	Nazis	 did	 not	 forget	 about	 the	Armenian	
Genocide.






























5	A	 fortification	heroically	defended	by	Jews	against	Romans	 in	73	CE.	According	 to	
Flavius	Josephus,	when	faced	with	inevitable	defeat,	they	committed	mass	suicide.
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The	 terror-lashed	people	with	 their	 coat	 collars	 turned	up	keep	bumping	against	 the	
walls	of	their	cramped	den.	The	first	parties	of	the	more	bold	jump	over	the	[ghetto]	























Gębarski	also	points	 to	other	analogies	between	 the	 two	crimes,	but	
does	not	provide	more	detailed	arguments:	“Women,	children,	and	elders	
were	 rushed	 further,	 to	 death	 camps	 located	 between	 Deir	 ez	 Zor	 and	





participated	 in	 the	Warsaw	Ghetto	Uprising,	wrote	 an	 essay	Moralność 






















Pasha,	 a	 former	Turkish	Minister	 of	 Interior	Affairs	 and	 the	 initiator	 of	
the	Armenian	Genocide	in	19156.	Furthermore,	one	should	remember	that	
Auschwitz,	 as	 a	 place	 and	 symbol	 of	 the	 extermination	of	 Jews	has	 for	
many	years	overshadowed	the	Armenian	Genocide.	
Against	 the	 background	of	 this	 limited,	 selective	 historical	memory	
(and	 its	 literary	 representations),	Wiktor	Woroszylski’s	1970	poem	enti-
tled	Zagłada gatunków (Extermination of the Species)	is	a	unique	text	(not	
only	 in	 the	Polish	context).	The	eponymous	“extermination”	 refers	both	
to	animals	and	to	 those	who	killed	them	–	to	people.	Having	mentioned	

































cond	World	War.	 Importantly,	 the	 list	 given	 in	 this	poem,	which	can	be	



























to	mythology,	 to	 the	concepts	of	 the	original	 sin,	 initiation,	 the	 subcon-
scious,	and	Bildung,	and	to	the	Nietzschean	philosophy.	Adam	Hochschild	






“is	 experience...	 pushed	 a	 little	 (and	 only	 very	 little)	 beyond	 the	 actual	
facts”	(Hochschild	2012:	184).	










book	Utrota varenda jävel	 (Exterminate	All	 the	Brutes),	Sven	Lindqvist	
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states	that	Conrad,	not	unlike	his	contemporaries,	must	have	heard	voices	






It	 is	worth	contextualizing	 not	 only	 the	 Jewish	Holocaust,	 but	 also	
the	Holocaust	literature	–	to	examine	it	against	the	background	of	literary	
works,	which	depict	other	acts	of	genocide.
Translation into English by Katarzyna Ojrzyńska
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